Opportunity Knocks.     Luke 18:35-43                                           22/1/12




(Parallel passage Mark 10:46 *Bartemaus)
The day started like any other, all the daily routines were observed.  Weather was fine, so hopes were high that today’s takings would be good, as Bartemaus took his place on the road side begging, just as he had done everyday since he had to provide for his own needs after loosing his sight.
As the day wore on Bartemaus became aware that traffic had increased, so many voices.  He had a choice to make, sit still and let them pass, or shout out in the hope of finding out what was going on.

He chose to find out and as we say the rest is history.

(Pray)
An ordinary day yet one that offered this blind beggar an opportunity of a lifetime.  This man’s natural curiosity helped him grasp this unexpected opportunity when it knocked.    All of a sudden this blind man realised that passing traffic had increased so he asked the crowd what was happening. (vs. 36)  He could have just sat in his blindness and let life pass him by.  He could have sulked that it wasn’t fair, if he still had his sight he would be able to see what was happening.  But no, he called out, he entered into the goings on around him, he got involved.
“Jesus of Nazareth is passing by” (vs37) they said.
There could have been so many reasons for a large group of people to be passing, but to be told that it was Jesus grabbed this blind man’s attention.  I can just imagine what was passing through Bartemaus's mind.  “Jesus of Nazareth…the man doing miracles…giving people back their health, their sight.”
He grasps this opportunity with both hands and yells out to Jesus.  

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” (vs38)

The crowd were not impressed and told him to be quiet. (vs39)
What is Bartemaus’s response to this opposition?  What effect did it have on him?

He could have stopped and given in to the crowd thinking what right did he have to impose on Jesus.  He could have sulked and let the opportunity walk right past him, but he didn’t.
Bartemaus did not let opposition stop him, he yelled louder.  He knows he may never get an opportunity like this again.  And he is not going to let it pass him by.
“Son of David, have mercy on me!”

What does this reveal about this blind man?  “Son of David, have mercy on me.”
He’s persistent….some might say desperate.

His very cry shows that he has thrown everything he has into his plea.

He didn’t just yell “Jesus have mercy on me”…he yelled “Son of David, have mercy on me.”  He demonstrated his belief that anyone who could heal a blind man had to be the Messiah, the anointed one.   

So he yelled louder.

We are told that Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. (vs. 40)
Do you think this man hesitated before going with those sent to get him?

I find this meeting with Jesus very interesting.
Jesus asks him what he wants.  “What do you want me to do for you?”

It seems a strange question especially as it is very obvious that the man is blind.

“Lord” Again the blind man is speaking to someone he is prepared to recognise as “master”  and he knows exactly what he wants “Lord, I want to see”  some versions say “See again”  This man didn’t have to think, he didn’t have to weigh the pros and cons, he knew exactly what he wanted…I want to see.(vs. 41)
If you were asked this question what would you want?  People often fantasize over what they would do if they came into a lot of money; this question had nothing to do with money.  Jesus asked “What do you want me to do for you?”  How would you respond…Is it something you have ever thought about?  What do you want Jesus to do for you?  What is your greatest need right now?  Matt 7:7& 8 says “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.” 
Do you pray “please God bless me” type of prayers?  How will you know when that has been answered?  God’s blessing may not look like your idea of blessing.

James 4:2 tells us that “we do not have because we do not ask God.”  What is stopping you from asking God specifically is it fear?  Do you feel unworthy to make your request?  Is your image of God stopping you?  Do you see God as distant, or a judge rather than a loving Father who wants to give to His child what is good for them?  Is it a matter of trust?  Do you find it hard to trust God to answer you?  Trust is often a big stumbling block preventing people from asking God for their hearts desire.  I know a few young women who have found it hard to trust God to lead them to their life’s partner.  They want the right life partner but go looking outside of the guidelines God has layed out.  God tells us not to be unequally yoked yet they have been happy to go out with non-Christians saying they believe God can change them.  He can, and on occasion He does, but God wants us to trust him and to be obedient to what He shows us in His word.  This is why it is so important to read God’s word regularly, how else will we know what it says.  We also need a heart to apply what we read.
Is someone you know ill and you have prayed and the person is still ill.  How do we trust God and bring our desire for health to him when it seems like he is not listening? God is God.  He knows what is best for us and he asks us to make our requests and trust him with the outcome.  Can God heal today?  Yes.  Does God always heal today?  Occasionally!  Will God heal you?  I don’t know but I do know that God loves you and knows exactly what is needed, so keep trusting him.
Jesus said to this blind man, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” (vs42).

Faith!  Bartemaus showed faith when he called Jesus “Son of David…it was a messianic term.  Bartemaus showed faith when he called out regardless of opposition.  Bartemaus showed faith when he called Jesus Lord, and Jesus said “your faith has healed you.”  What is faith?  It is not a body of truth to be believed, but the act of believing; it is the God given ability to trust in Christ, to maintain trust and confidence regardless of circumstances.  “Your faith has healed you.”
And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. (vs43)

When all the people saw it, they also praised God.

What a wonderful ending to a day that started out the same as any other.

But it could have been very different.  What if….

He had been too fearful to ask why there was a crowd.
What if ….He had let the negative rebukes cause him to shut up.

What if ….he hadn’t been prepared to recognise that Jesus was no ordinary man?

What if….he didn’t know what he really wanted?

This man saw more whilst blind than most seeing people see!
Life is full of opportunities.  Some surprise us, coming seemingly out of the blue.  Some we work for, these may include study achievements or work promotions.

We recognise some opportunities as they approach yet others are recognised in hindsight, becoming missed opportunities.   What springs to mind for you?   I’m sure that if we cast our minds back over our lifetime, we will be able to recognise that we have experienced all of these in one form or another.

Life’s experiences shape us, but we have a say in how that is done.

We can be fearful and pull back from life and its opportunities.  We can blame others for our problems and by doing so never take responsibility for the choices we can make that will improve things, preferring to play the victim receiving people’s pity instead of looking for opportunities to make the most of our circumstances.
We can listen to the words that rebuke and tell us to be quiet or we can speak up, shout if necessary to grasp the opportunities that come our way.

No one says it will be easy, but it will be life changing, especially if it is Jesus, son of David to whom we call for help.

James tells us that our words can build up or tear down and they are hard to tame.

Words are also in our head.  We talk to ourselves every day.  Is your self talk helping you to grasp opportunities when they present or does it undermine you before you even start?  Paul tells us in 2 Cor 10:5 “We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”  
Nothing that happens to us in this life is a mistake.  God has promised that He will use all things to the good of those who love him.  He can turn the worst that life throws at us into something that will bring Him glory, if we let him.  

It seemed a tragedy that this man was blind but look at what happened when he called out to Jesus.  The tragedy would have been if he hadn’t called out to Jesus. 

Today started out like any other day, yet it is full of potential.  

How open are your eyes to seeing what today, or any day for that matter, offers?

What opportunities are waiting for you to take up?

By telling Jesus that he wanted to see, Bartemaus’s life was changed completely, even down to a change of job because he now had no need to beg.  He never let any of these things get in the way of him grasping this moment. His moment.

Is today your moment?

What opportunity is just waiting for you to grasp with both hands?

What could be stopping you from embracing them?

Where is Jesus in these opportunities?

My prayer is that we will all have eyes to see the opportunities that the coming of Jesus bring to our everyday lives, and that we will have the faith and the courage to grasp them to the glory of God. 
Perhaps you have never taken the opportunity to turn your life over to Jesus, to accept the free gift of life that he offers you.  Don’t let this opportunity pass by.  Talk to Jesus tell him your hearts desire.  Let Him be Lord of your life.

Grasp your moment.

Pray with me.

Clinton & I and the elders will be down the front if any one wants prayer this morning.
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